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Agenda
• Why do we use Pressbooks?

• Create an account

• Set up your book

• Create your book

• Enhance your book

• Add Interactive Content

• Organize and Export



Why Pressbooks?

1. Write once, publish many.



Why Pressbooks?

1. Write once, publish many.

2. Best of physical and digital.



Create Your 
Pressbooks 
Account



https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/

https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/


https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/
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Pressbooks Interface

User has no books User has a book
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Questions?



Set Up Your Book
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Get Detail-Oriented

1. Add descriptive information

2. Upload cover image 

3. Add description

4. Add authors

5. Choose a license
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Looking Good, Feeling Good

Recommended themes :

1. Jacobs

2. McLuhan

3. Malala

Theme options:

• Custom colours

• Enable 2 level Table of Contents

• Choose Web, PDF, and eBook 

options

Custom Styles:

• Edit the CSS of your book.

(not for the faint of heart!)
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Add Collaborators
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Sharing and Privacy Settings
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Web Book 
Home Page

1 2

3

4

1. Title, author, licensing information

2. Cover image

3. Download options

4. Table of contents

5. Metadata (not shown)

https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/neurosciencecdn/


Create Your book

Building a Medical Terminology FoundationFundamentals of Business: Canadian Edition Safe Pharmacy Simulation 
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1. Create a new book
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2. Clone a book
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2. Clone a book: Source Comparison
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3. Import a book
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3. Import a book: .DOCX Import Best Practices

1. Make sure your file name doesn’t have any special characters

2. Check your file size (Maximum 25 M) 

3. Tag new chapter titles as “Heading 1”

Pressbooks will recognize each “H1” as the title of a new chapter.

4. Use the styling pane. 

Basic tags will translate (i.e. bold, Italics, etc.)

but special fonts & colours will not.

5. Make sure images have Alt-Text



Import Interface
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Parts of a book

Pressbooks will create and divide 

your book into three sections: 

• Front matter

• Main body

• Back matter
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Editing Interface

Pressbooks is based on 

Wordpress.

Advantages:

• Simple to learn 

• Built to look clean 

Disadvantages

• Limited customization 

without coding

• No synchronous editing 



Enhance Your Book
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Add Media

✔Image

✔Video

✔Audio
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Add Textboxes
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Add Glossary & Footnotes
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Add Math

[asciimath] sum_(i=1)^n 

i^3=((n(n+1))/2)^2[/asciimath] 

MathJax & QuickLaTeX

From Fundamentals of Business Mathematics by OER Lab



Add Interactive Content



32

H5P

A plugin that allows 

you to upload, create, 

share and use rich 

interactive content.
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A web annotation tool 

that allows readers to 

highlight and annotate 

webpages.

Hypothes.is



Organize & Export



Export Options
Supported Formats:

❑ PDF (for print)

❑ PDF (for digital distribution)

❑ EPUB (for Nook, Apple Books, Kobo etc.)

❑ Pressbooks XML

❑ Common Cartridge with Web Links

Other Formats:

❑ XHTML

❑ HTMLBook

❑ OpenDocument

❑WordPress XML
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Export: 
Best Practices

Appearance > Theme Options > PDF 

1. US Letter size 

2. Margins 2.54cm 

Other best practices:

• Enable 2-level TOC

• Add source comparison (if cloning 

from Pressbooks)

• Share latest export files (settings)
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Submit to The Open Library
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Print-On-Demand

Pay only the 

cost to print and 

ship the text.



Pressbooks 
Directory
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Accessibility
Images

• Always include alt-text and attribution for images.

Interactive Elements

• Check H5P Accessibility 

https://documentation.h5p.com/content/1290410474004879128

Accessibility Checklist

• Conduct your own accessibility checklist 

https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/

Formatting

• Avoid custom CSS changes unless you can run additional 

accessibility checks

https://documentation.h5p.com/content/1290410474004879128
https://opentextbc.ca/accessibilitytoolkit/
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open@ecampusontario.ca

Where to get help:

https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/

mailto:open@ecampusontario.ca
https://openlibrary.ecampusontario.ca/
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Questions?



Thank You
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